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Briefing Paper on Disasters and Accountability
Tue, 02 Feb 2016 10:13:00 GMT

A briefing paper entitled Ensuring Accountability in Disaster Risk Management and Reconstruction, has been launched

based on the International  workshop on “Ensuring Accountability in Disaster Risk Management and Reconstruction”

(http://www.hud.ac.uk/research/researchcentres/gdrc/latestnews/workshopondisasterriskmanagementandreconstruction.php)

was organised as a part of a global, regional and national partnership by Social Policy Analysis and Research Centre

(SPARC), University of Colombo-Sri Lanka and Global Disaster Resilience Centre (GDRC), University of Huddersfield-UK, and

Essex Accounting Centre, University of Essex-UK in association with University of Moratuwa and University of Peradeniya

Sri Lanka, the International Journal of Disaster Resilience in the Built Environment, Collaborative Action towards Disaster

Resilience Education (CADRE), and the Federation of Sri Lankan Local Government Authorities. In December 2015 in Sri

Lanka.  This was also in support of the UNISDR Making Cities Resilient campaign and Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk

Reduction 2015-2030.

The workshop was timed to almost coincide with the 11th anniversary of the Indian Ocean Tsunami (IOT) that devastated

much of Sri Lanka’s coastline resulting in thousands of deaths, injuries, mass displacement of people and property loss.

Global and local response to the unprecedented disaster was overwhelming. After ten years, almost of all of the displaced Website Feedback
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are resettled, mostly at a distance from the coast to reduce their vulnerability to another coastal disaster. Given the scale of

the displacement, resettlement and rehabilitation that have taken place over the last ten years are remarkable. On the

other hand, the aftermath of the disaster has also provided policy makers, researchers, practitioners and others many

opportunities to learn from varied experiences with regard to disaster risk reduction, reconstruction, resettlement and

rehabilitation. One of the most important lessons has been the lack of accountability on the part of many state and non-

state institutions and agencies involved in the above processes.

The papers presented and the panel discussion conducted as part of the workshop were not confined to the IOT but

covered many other natural hazards and vulnerabilities disasters in Sri Lanka such as landslides, water pollution and floods.

This briefing paper provides a summary of the key findings to emerge from the workshop. You can download a copy of the

briefing paper here

(/media/universityofhuddersfield/content2013/schools/artdesignandarchitecture/images/research/gdrc/news/2015-

16/Briefingpaperaccountabilityworkshop.pdf).

This was edited by GDRC’s Professor Richard Haigh on behalf of the workshop partnership also with the input from

Professor Siri Hettige from University of Colombo, Sri Lanka..
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