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Tsunami Risk Assessment and Mitigation for the Indian Ocean
Wed, 09 Sep 2015 09:35:00 BST

“Tsunami Risk Assessment and Mitigation for the Indian Ocean: Knowing your Tsunami risk – and what to do about it” - Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, Manuals

and Guides 52 has been published. The purpose of the revised Guidelines is to further facilitate the implementation of tsunami risk assessment and reduction by IOC Member

States. An expert group within WG1 has prepared the Guidelines. They are intended to be user-oriented and, although focused on the Indian Ocean region, they are relevant to

tsunami risk assessment and reduction at the global scale. University of Huddersfield’s Global Disaster Resilience Centre Professors Dilanthi Amaratunga & Richard Haigh and Dr

Chamindi Malalgoda were part of this team and actively contributed towards this very important UNESCO initiative.  These guidelines have been formally approved by all the

ICG/IOTWS member states and will be formally adopted in their respective countries.

This manual was developed by the Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (ICG/IOTWS) of the Intergovernmental

Oceanographic Commission (IOC)of UNESCO.The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC-UNESCO) received a mandate by its Member States to facilitate

the expansion of global coverage of tsunami warning systems following the disastrous Indian Ocean tsunami in December 2004 and accordingly, the Intergovernmental

Coordination Group for the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (ICG/IOTWS) was formed

in response to the tragic tsunami on December 26th 2004, in which over 250,000 lives were lost around the Indian Ocean region.  The IOC Assembly, during its twenty-third

Session (21-30 June 2005), formally established the ICG/IOTWS.

According to IOC Resolution XXIII-12 (http://www.ioc-tsunami.org/images/IOTWS/Resolution-XXIII_12.pdf)membership in ICG/IOTWS include: Member States of the IOC

bordering the Indian Ocean; Observers from other IOC Member States; and Invited observers from other organizations (including NGO’s), programmes and projects in accordance

with the IOC rules and procedures. Accordingly, Member States of the ICG/IOTWS include the following 28 countries: Australia, Bangladesh, British Indian, Ocean Territory,

Comoros, Djibouti, France, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan, Seychelles, Singapore, Somalia, South

Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, Timor-Leste, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.

You can download the report here (/media/universityofhuddersfield/content2013/schools/artdesignandarchitecture/images/research/gdrc/news/2015-

16/TsunamiRiskAssessmentBooklet[LR]28Jul2015.pdf) (2.2MB)
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